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AS INTRODUCED IN Lok SaBHA

Bill No. 179 of 2014

THEFREEAND COMPULSORY EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN OF PARENTSLIVING
BELOW POVERTY LINEBILL, 2014

By
SHRIMATI SUPRIYA SULE, M.P.
A
BILL

to provide for free and compulsory education from pre-primary to senior secondary level
and career guidance to the children of parents living below poverty line

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Sixty-fifth Year of the Republic of Indiaasfollows.—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Free and Compulsory Education for Children of
ParentsLiving Below Poverty LineAct, 2014,

(2) It extends to the whole of India.

(3) It shall comeinto force on such date asthe Central Government may, by notification
inthe Official Gazette, appoint.

2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires.—

(a) "appropriate Government" means in the case of a State, the Government of
that State and in al other cases, the Central Government;
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(b) "career counsellor" means a person who possesses essential qualifications
and professional experience to give advice and information to students about their
career;

(c) "career guidance" includes providing information to students on the various
courses available on completion of school education, the basic requirementsto join a
course and the manner of applying for admission in such courses;

(d) "child" means a male or a female who has not attained the age of eighteen
years,

(e) "parent" includes the adoptive or step parent or guardian of a child;

(f) "parents living below poverty line" means such parents whose income from
all sources does not exceed rupees one lakh per annum; and

(g) "school education" means education from pre-primary level to senior
secondary or equivalent level and includes vocational courses.

3. Theappropriate Gover nment shall providefreeand compulsory school education to
every child whoseparentsareliving below poverty line.

Explanation.— For the purpose of thissection, " freeeducation” includes—
(a) any feeincludingadmission and tuition fee;
(b) provision of books, notebooksand stationery materialsfreeof cost; and
(c) mid-day meal and freehostel facility, wher ever necessary.

4. (1) Theappropriate Gover nment shall establish adequate number of schoolsfor
imparting school education.

(2) For thepurposeof sub-section (1), theappropriate Gover nment may, if it deems
necessary, upgrade any of the existing primary, middle or secondary school to senior
secondary level.

5. Theappropriate Gover nment shall apoint at least onecareer counsellor in every
school for career guidanceto every student.

6. (1) It shall betheduty of every parent living below poverty lineto admit hischildren
in a school.

(2) No parent shall withdraw hischild from school till the child completesthe education.

7. No person shall employ achildinany job which prevents him from receiving school
education.

8. Any person, including parents, who for any reason prevents, restrains or obstructs
achild from attending school or receiving school education, shall be punished with simple
imprisonment for aterm which may extend upto one year and shall also beliableto fine.

9. TheCentral Government shall provideadequatefundstothe Sate Gover nmentsfor
effectiveimplementation of theprovisionsof thisAct.

10. (2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, makerules
for carrying out the provisions of this Act.

(2) Every rule made under this Act shall be laid, as soon as may be &fter it is made,
before each House of Parlament, whileitisin session, for atotal period of thirty dayswhich
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may be comprised in one session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the
expiry of the sessionimmediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid,
both house agree in making any modification in the rule or both the Houses agree that the
rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be
of no effect, asthe case may be; so, however, that any such modification or annulment shall
be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done under that rule.



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Education playsan important rolein shaping an individual's career. Education removes
blanket of ignorance, empowers people and familiarizesthem of their fundamental rights. The
level of education helps peopleto earn recognition and respect in the society. Article 21A of
the Constitution guarantees free and compulsory education to all the children between the
ageof six to fourteen years. However, thereisno obligation on the part of the Government to
ensure pre-primary and higher education. Although, Government has taken an important
step by enacting the Right of Childrento Free and Compulsory EducationAct, 2009, yet, alot
more needs to be done to enabl e the children to secure gainful employment after completing
their education.

Modern education systemisso expensivethat al citizens cannot afford it. Poor parents
with meager income are unable to send their children to school beyond eighth standard and
the child is left with no option but to dropout after eighth class. It reflects poorly on our
educational system.

Education alone cannot be fruitful unless supplemented by career guidancein schools.
It will prove to be a boon to the students in pursuing further studies and choosing their
career.

The present Bill, therefore, seeksto put an obligation on the appropriate Government
to ensure free and compulsory education and career guidance to the children of parents
living below poverty line from pre-primary upto senior secondary or equivaent level.

HencethisBill.

New DELHI; SUPRIYA SULE
November 11, 2014.



FINANCIAL MEMORANDUM

Clause 3 of the Bill providesfor free and compul sory education to every child whose
parents are living below poverty line. Clause 4 provides for establishment of adequate
number of schools for imparting school education. It further provides for upgradation of
primary or middle school s upto senior secondary and al so appointment of career counsellor
inevery school. Clause 9 providesfor providing of adegquate fundsto the State Governments
for effectiveimplementation of the provisionsof theAct. TheBill, therefore, if enacted, will
involve expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India It is estimated that a sum of
rupees fifteen hundred crore would be involved as recurring expenditure per annum.

A non-recurring expenditureis aso likely to beinvolved.



MEMORANDUM REGARDING DELEGATED LEGISLATION

Clause 10 of the Bill empowersthe Central Government to makerulesfor carrying out
the provisions of the Bill. Asthe ruleswill relate to matters of detail only, the delegation of
legislative power isof anormal character.
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